[Magnetic resonance tomography in spondylolysis and spondylolisthesis].
40 patients with spondylolisthesis and/or spondylolysis were studied by magnetic resonance imaging (MR), 12 of whom with correlation to CT. CT proved to be more sensitive in detecting pars defects than MR. Sagittal MR, however, was more accurate in assessing spondylolisthesis than axial CT. At present, CT is superior to MR in demonstrating bony abnormalities. MR appears indicated in the patient undergoing spinal fusion in whom detection of intervertebral disc degeneration in the levels above or below intended fusion may lead to extension of fusion to the degenerated levels. Lack of ionizing radiation makes MR an ideal diagnostic method in evaluating spondylolisthesis in children and adolescents.